
 
Depoe Bay Near Shore Action Team 
Regular Meeting - Thursday, October 20, 2011 - 6:00 PM 
Depoe Bay City Hall 
 
PRESENT: Chair L. Goddard, J. Grant, R. Hageman, J. O’Brien, T. Ray, L. Robison, G. Snyder 
ABSENT: M. Roberts  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE:  Fred Robison 
STAFF: none 
ODFW: Cristen Don 
 
Chair Goddard called the meeting to order and established a quorum at 6:00 pm.   
 
Approval of  September 15, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes   
MOTION: O’Brien moved to approve the minutes as written.  Robison seconded the motion. 
VOTE: Motion passed 
AYES: Goddard, Hageman, O’Brien, Ray, Robison, Snyder 
 
REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
Cristen Don, ODFW, reported that Anna Pakenham has taken over working with the Community Working 
Groups.  She referred to a Biological Monitoring Progress Report, a Human Dimensions Monitoring Progress 
Report and a June 22, 2011 memo she had sent to Steve Williams (copies attached to the original of these 
minutes).  The memo explains the rationale behind delaying the effective date of the two pilot marine reserve 
sites, which relates to the progress reports.  Data collection continues, with data from the video lander today.  
While data collection continues as weather permits, ODFW feels they are solid with two years of data and can 
move forward with additional monitoring.   The formal monitoring report with maps, graphs, tables and 
analysis is scheduled to be completed by March 2012.  ODFW can put together some video clips for NSAT.    
 
Pakenham met with Goddard and O’Brien earlier in the week to discuss the process, ODFW working with 
Community Teams, incorporating community input, relaying information, etc.  It was agreed that ODFW will 
provide implementation progress updates, attend at least four NSAT meetings a year, and will email other 
information.  ODFW has funding available for pilot sites projects to implement community goals and 
objectives beyond ODFW’s monitoring efforts.  Pakenham will keep NSAT updated on appropriate projects 
(the Bio/Science Community Group has some projects in mind) and when and how to apply for funding.   
 
The Bio/Science Community Group has taken a summer hiatus so haven’t met for awhile.  The Human 
Dimensions Group’s subgroup has met with  members of the Redfish Rocks Outreach and Education Group 
and Pakenham to develop signs, brochures and site logos.   The logo idea is that each marine reserve site will 
have its own logo, then all can be put together to form a banner.  ODFW is looking for feedback on an 
appropriate species for the Otter Rock site logo.   NSAT briefly discussed logo ideas (ling cod, starfish).     
 
Goddard asked Don to briefly review the monitoring progress reports.  Don reported that Melissa Murphy had 
conducted direct counts of users at the Otter Rock Marine Reserve during the summer, has implemented a 
program “Ocean Recreational Boater Survey” where after fishing trips boaters are asked biological questions 
and given a post card to send in to ODFW indicating their willingness to provide additional information on 
their fishing trip.  The goal is to compile information on social aspects and fishing locations.  Don confirmed 
that Murphy is also collecting data at the comparison site and immediately adjacent to the reserve.  The Depoe 
Bay Fishing Community Profile is coming together.   The Biological Monitoring report provides information 
on the different types of survey work, oceanographic assessment, habitat survey work, different types of 
equipment being used to collect data. The site is too shallow for the ROV so video lander drop camera used 
instead.  Extractive survey work has been done for invertebrates and algae only, no fish.   Goddard noted that  
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many believe the reserve sites have already been closed.  Don said ODFW made great effort to get the word 
out about the delayed effective date of the marine reserves, an outreach push in December is being discussed.   
Grant asked about ongoing research being funded by non-profits outside the state of Oregon.  Don said that 
has not occurred and doesn’t look like it will happen.  Current biennium funding for marine reserves includes 
$1.2 million ODFW state lottery funds, $500,000 OPRD state lottery funds, $50,000 USFW grant, and 
ODFW has applied for another $46,000 USFW grant.  Don explained the grants are for nearshore and 
conservation strategy work.   She confirmed the funding is for all five marine reserve sites.   Marine reserve 
program expenditure details and the availability of vessel contracts were briefly discussed.    
 
Goddard asked when ODFW needs feedback on the logo design.  Don asked for input by early November.  It 
was agreed that the ling cod is the preferred design (copy attached to original of these minutes).   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
There was none to discuss.  
 
NEW BUSINESS – 
Heceta Head Coastal Conference   
Goddard, O’Brien and Hageman voiced interest in attending.  Councilor Hoitink also is interested.  It was 
noted that the City Council had approved up to five attendees.    
 
Goddard saw on the morning news, Senator Ron Wyden strongly supporting wave energy.  He believes 
NSAT should encourage the City Council to write a letter to the Senator to inform him of the other side of the 
issue (the ocean isn’t wide open but is fairly busy, wave energy is not proven technology, Bonneville Power is 
not purchasing alternative source power, etc).  O’Brien suggested the FINE group address the issue as well.  
Grant has heard that $60 million has been set aside for the project which consists of ten buoys intended to 
generate 1.5 megawatts, enough power for 1,500 homes.  He has researched and found there is no successful 
model on earth right now.  He offered to do more research to provide the council with facts for a letter.  
Hageman suggested inviting the Senator’s staff to the coast.  Discussion ensued on alternative power sources 
(geothermal v. wind or wave), social and environmental impacts and government regulations.   Don reported 
the OPAC Territorial Sea Plan Working Group will be meeting in November or early December, followed by 
an OPAC meeting the next day.  Jim Carlson said Terry Thompson serves on the committee and suggested 
contacting him about making a presentation.  The marine map is being finalized, he feels NSAT input would 
be valuable and encouraged participating.  He briefly shared participation efforts by groups in unincorporated 
areas (Pacific City, Oceanside, Neskowin, Netarts, Twin Oaks).   Goddard asked if NSAT should send a 
recommendation to the City Council.   It was suggested that the city proceed in conjunction with the coastal 
community, through OCZMA or the Coastal Caucus and request something similar to former Governor 
Kulongoski’s Chief of Staff’s visit to the coast.  Goddard offered to contact Rep. Jean Cowan.    
 
Member and Public Comments   
Fred Robison commented that there is nothing but bad news about wave energy.  Skip Hoitink asked about 
availability of information on wave energy.   He was informed that there is information online, the stumbling 
block is if you Google “successful…”.  Grant explained that he was waving his hand during the meeting 
because of a fly, he does not have a tic.  Ray asked if the wave energy buoys are clam shell or piston type, he 
believes the one that sank was a piston driven.  Hageman believes the ones being built are piston.  Discussion 
ensued.   O’Brien will not be at the November meeting.  Hageman noted the Heceta Head conference includes 
a presentation “Potential Interactions of Ocean Energy Installation and the Environment”.  Snyder commented 
on the great white shark spotted on the south jetty earlier today.  Discussion ensued.   Goddard shared a 
comment made by an engineer at an OWET conference in Coos Bay about 4-5 years ago… don’t assume that 
we can’t build a mechanism that will stay and survive in this environment.  We just haven’t had to do it yet.  
Robison noted that part of the retrieved buoy is at River Bend and is serving as their woodshed.  He asked the  
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status of the other marine reserves.  Don said ODFW has funding for collection of baseline data and is waiting 
for policy direction from the Coastal Caucus and Governor’s Office.  It’s possible a policy setting bill will be 
presented at the upcoming short legislative session.   Jim Carlson added that there was an attachment for 
amendment to the bill at the end of last session that involved land use goals, but it died in session.  Rumor has 
it that the effort is to keep the marine reserve issue simple, maintain the premise of the OPAC 
recommendation.  The time frame for drafting legislation for the upcoming session is September 25 to 
December 5.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. (estimated) 
 
 
               
        Chair Loren Goddard 
 
Pery Murray, City Recorder  
(transcribed from audio tape) 
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